Opinion Viewpoint

traditions, even if they interpret God in different ways, must
share a commitment to human dignity, the pursuit of justice and
peace, and the exercise of charity, and must act together accord-
ingly. Pope Francis’s reminder that “there is an inseparable bond
between our faith and the poor™” is as clear and compelling, in its
domain, as are the health data in their domain. All people are
vulnerable to the effects of climate change, but the poor and dis-
enfranchised are especially vulnerable.® Strategies for climate
mitigation and adaptation, for health promotion and disease pre-

vention, and for economic and social development, must center
on serving these populations.

These 6 areas of common ground represent a broad and
deep foundation, and a powerful opportunity. They establish a path
to innovative and productive partnerships among health profes-
sionals, scientists, and the faith community as they work together
safeguarding both the global environment and human health—
and leveraging their moral authority, expertise, and influence—to
address climate change urgently, effectively, and equitably.
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